
The Government will take all effective steps
to implement the tobacco control act. We
will also revise our laws to align with the

Framework Convention on Tobacco Control,
consistent with the priorities of

implementing the SDGs.
 
 
 
 

Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
South Asian Speakers’ Summit, Dhaka, 

January 2016
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Strengthening of Smoking and
Tobacco Product Control Laws
with the Aim of Making
Bangladesh Tobacco-Free by 2040

As of 16 July, 2022, more than 15,000 citizens and
organizations have officially expressed their full
support for the amendment.
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The situation is certainly unfortunate. Therefore,
there is a strong demand to strengthen the existing
tobacco control law to free the country from tobacco
consumption. In view of this reality, Honorable Prime
Minister Bangabandhu's daughter Sheikh Hasina
directed in the closing speech of the ‘South Asian
Speaker's Summit on Achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG's) program in 2016 that she
wants to see a tobacco-free Bangladesh by 2040. In
that directive, she has clearly laid out the tax
structure on tobacco and a road map to make the
tobacco-related laws compatible with the
international convention, i.e., the WHO Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control.

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare of the
Government has prepared a draft to amend the “The
Smoking and Tobacco Products Usage (Control) Act,
2005 (Amended in 2013),” showing due sensitivity to
the Prime Minister's directive to build a tobacco-free
country and demands from anti-tobacco.

Small business organizations, restaurant owners’
associations, day laborers, and even beedi workers
have also given support. Religious leaders and many
celebrities have officially expressed solidarity. In
addition to journalists' organizations, many
renowned journalists have already expressed their
support. There has been widespread support from
national and international NGOs working on
development at the field level. Overall, the revised
draft proposals reflect broader public demands and
are formally supported by stakeholders at all levels.

Among them, there are 155 honorable parliament
members, more than 20 medical organizations,
including BMA and Sandhani, and over 100 reputed
doctors and nurses. Moreover, there are teachers
and students from schools, colleges, and
universities. Vice-Chancellors and Deputy Vice-
Chancellors of some universities also expressed
their support. Eminent economists, researchers, law
chambers, and skilled lawyers have supported this
revised draft proposal.

Bangladesh is one of the top countries in the world in
terms of the level of tobacco use and the proportion
of the population exposed to its direct and indirect
effects. About 3.78 crore adults (15 years and above) in
Bangladesh use tobacco, and about 3.84 crore non-
smoking adults are exposed to secondhand smoke in
various public places and public transports. About 7
percent of young people (13-15 years) use tobacco.
More than 161,000 people die prematurely every year
due to tobacco-related diseases in Bangladesh       .(1) (2)

Civil society and anti-tobacco organizations have
submitted six proposals to strengthen tobacco
control laws. These are:  No designated smoking
areas;    No display of tobacco products at the point of
sale;  Prohibition of CSR by tobacco companies, C
Increase in the size of pictorial warnings on tobacco
product packets,  Outlawing the sale of single stick
cigarettes/bidi, and    Prohibition of e-cigarettes.
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No designated smoking areas

Section 7 of the current tobacco control act states that any public place or transport authority may
set up particular smoking zones or Designated Smoking Areas (DSAs). Studies have shown   that
tobacco companies financially incentivize owners to place DSA in elite restaurants. By keeping this
opportunity, smokers are encouraged, and non-smokers are indirectly victimized. Therefore, the
proposed amendment to the existing law has repealed Section 7, which is consistent with FCTC
Section 8. If DSA is abolished, the risk of a heart attack in public places and among transport users
can be reduced by 85 percent. Those who work in these areas will improve their respiratory health
and reduce the risk of stroke     . Already around 69 countries of the world, including Nepal and
Thailand have completely banned smoking in covered public places   .

No display of tobacco products at the point of sale

Why is the amendment of the Tobacco Control Act necessary?Why is the amendment of the Tobacco Control Act necessary?
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The packets of tobacco and smokeless tobacco products are arranged in various ways to grab the
customers’ attention at the sales point. Existing laws prohibit the advertising of tobacco products.
In the absence of direct mention of tobacco product display at the point of sale, companies
attract tobacco products, especially to the youth, by displaying packets  . A survey conducted in
Australia found that 40 percent of people trying to quit smoking felt pressured to start smoking
again because of such cigarette displays, and 60 percent of them were pressured to buy
cigarettes  . The display of tobacco products is completely prohibited in 50 countries, including
Pakistan, Nepal, and Thailand. In this context, the proposed amendment to the existing law,
consistent with FCTC Article 13, calls for a ban on such displays of tobacco products.

(7)

(8)

Tobacco companies make publicities through Corporate Social Responsibility or CSR activities.
Therefore, the present Tobacco Control Act prohibits any tobacco company from using its name,
logo, etc., if it undertakes such a social responsibility program. However, tobacco companies
conduct CSR activities directly or open new establishments without using the name/logo.
Through CSR activities, these companies exert some influence on society and policy-making
circles. FCTC Article 13 mentions the elimination of opportunities for tobacco companies to
portray themselves positively. In continuation of this, 62 countries of the world, including Nepal,
Iraq, and Iran have already banned any CSR activities of tobacco companies  . The draft
amendments to the Tobacco Control Act in Bangladesh have also proposed a complete ban on
CSR by tobacco companies.

(6)

Prohibition of CSR by tobacco companies
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Increased size of pictorial warnings

Outlawing the sale of single-stick cigarettes/bidi 

Prohibition of e-cigarettes

The current law requires pictorial warnings to cover at least 50 percent of tobacco product
packets. This provision has been implemented to discourage tobacco users from pictorial
warnings on packets. However, increasing the size of the pictorial warning will make this
objective easier to implement. For these reasons, 83 countries worldwide require pictorial
warnings to cover more than 50 percent of tobacco product packets  . However, in the
neighboring countries pictorial warnings is higher like Sri Lanka 80 percent, India 85 percent,
and 90 percent in Nepal. Therefore, the current Tobacco Control Act's proposed draft calls for
pictorial warnings to cover 90 percent of tobacco product packets/wrappers.

(6)

If cigarettes/bidis are sold as single sticks (rather than packets), these are relatively accessible
to the lower-income class. According to Section 16 of the FCTC, there is an obligation to stop the
sale of bidi-cigarettes in single sticks or small packets. With the opportunity to buy single sticks
in Bangladesh, teenagers are likely to become interested in these harmful products. Similar
results have been obtained from surveys already conducted in neighboring countries Sri Lanka
and India     . It is also the same case with smokeless tobacco products like gul and jarda. 118
countries, including Malaysia, Singapore, and Thailand have completely banned the sale of single
sticks or small packets of cigarettes. In Bangladesh, the proposed amendment to the Tobacco
Control Act proposes to stop the sale of single-stick cigarettes/bidis.

Despite being extremely harmful, the use of e-cigarettes is increasing rapidly in many countries
around the world. The young generation is turning to e-cigarettes. The rate of e-cigarette use
among college-level (11th and 12th grade) students in the United States was 1.5 percent in 2011,
increasing to nearly 20 percent in 2020  . E-cigarettes are relatively new in Bangladesh, and
many of the country's youth use e-cigarettes. Article 5.2 of the FCTC obliges signatory countries
to ban the manufacture, import, distribution, sale, and use of electronic nicotine delivery
systems (ENDS) or e-cigarettes. 32 countries, including India, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Singapore
have banned these products. Our existing tobacco control law has not mentioned anything
about e-cigarettes. Therefore, the proposed amendment calls for a complete ban on e-
cigarettes.
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Keep in consideration that...Keep in consideration that...
Further amendments to the Tobacco Control Act in Bangladesh is still in the drafting stage. There has been
widespread public support for the draft amendment. It must go through many administrative and
parliamentary steps to become a full-fledged law. In this case, the responsible officials of various ministries
and departments of the government should play an effective role. They should also come forward from their
respective places (inside and outside the parliament) in the ever-sensitive legislation on public interest so
that this law can be passed by the national parliament as soon as possible. At the same time, anti-tobacco
civil organizations and researchers should make all efforts so that policymakers can properly understand
the arguments in favor of the amendment and make informed decisions. 

If the proposed amendment is accepted in the national parliament, it will be possible to significantly reduce
tobacco consumption in the country. As a result, self-interested circles naturally want to create various
obstacles in this regard. In this case, there is a danger of misinformation about the amendment. All
stakeholders, including respected policymakers, need to be repeatedly reminded with evidence that public
health protection is given greater importance in the proposed draft. In this regard, it is proposed to
strengthen the existing law to move towards a tobacco-free Bangladesh by 2040, as per the announcement
of the Honorable Prime Minister. Hence, the main objective of this proposal is to reduce the consumption of
tobacco products to the desired rate through effective legislation and its implementation.

Unnayan Shamannay is working to create a tobacco-free Bangladesh
by 2040, as per the announcement of the Honorable Prime Minister.
This policy brief has been prepared as part of research-based advocacy
activities for the formulation and implementation of solid and effective
tobacco control legislation. It has been designed to provide
information to all the stakeholders, including the Honorable Members
of the National Parliament. More information and publications are
available on the website and Facebook page of Unnayan Shamannay.
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